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IT’S A JUNGLE
OUT THERE!

WELL, what a week
it has been. I have

been off exploring
small towns, dense
jgardt and the

ns PR
It's bheen quite a wild
few days.

Firstly and foremost,
the jungle. | did a two-day
trek in the jungle with a
fellow volunteer. | am so
plensed she wanted o hire
porters as, in retrospect, it
would have been incredi-
bly tough without them.

Owr guide spoke only
Spanish, 50 it was n
chance 1o see how much
we had improved since
amving, and we cllpnl
quite well

Herman pointed out o
great many plants and
flowery 1o us but the ani-
mals and birds wied elu-
sive, A night h:[: Wis an
exhilaruting experience
and we did mannge (o see
a paca (like a giant rat)
scurrying along the river-
hank.

A night under canvas
deep in the jungle was sur-
prisingly noisy and defi-
mi.:l\ et the best ni hli

| have ever

evertheless it was an
incredible experience,
especially the following
day when we trekked 10 2
hidden waterfall and swam
in ey river ponds. Even
the birds and butterflies
came out 1o see us!

Before and afler the
jungle trek, we stayed in
the quiet town of Buena
\-’r'::zllu, Ii was I::.q ml:fn'illii
and a ce o C
oul, m in the way
of nightlife but still plenty
of chance for a beer or

two overlooking the plara,
The accommaodation

wis g;r:ul too and the first

n iu!lm: stayed in a
hdlunglc -style log

cabin w

comfortable

Since m‘.

Cruz | disco us: hi:lw
many insect bites | picked
up by forgeiting (o re-
apply repellant after swim-
ming! Fortunately the

local chemist has some-
thing to relieve the itch!

I have also been to the
hotanical gardens, which
were amazing. | met a
couple of Argentine
omithologists who were
getting very excited about
SOMC

They now wani me o
send on my photos -
apparently they were very
rare species. It was a par-
ticular privilege o see
Nocks of wild parmots ﬂj .
ing around.

Then 1 visited the zoo,
While it wasn't pleasant (o
sec some of the monkeys
looking distressed, it was
ge Iy better than | had
expected. Having heard
toicans in the jungle, 1
finally got 1o see one,
albeit in captivity. They
losok ms though they are
made of plastic!

Finally, the week fin-
ished with a trip to a local
hrew 10 waich the
Bolivian football side take
on nel hbwn Peru in the

s
ﬂn‘mpﬂ'lm: was
electric as they fought out
a 2-2 draw by mnd
ing a fwo- vaniage.
q'L'Iu- IE?I:.I(! a lemon-
ﬂnvamed beer but had run
out of the cola-flavoured
stufl. Probably just as well

ino!




