Which wine
goes with
roasted
armadillo?

t has been

another amazing

week in South
America for me.

Muost of it has been
spent looking at the
tounsm potential in the
town of Buena Vista,
where [ have heen
before.

For the mujority of
visilors, it is simply a
galeway into the jungle
of the Ambaorh National
Park, but | soon found
there is plenty more (o
keep the visitor ocou-
pied.

A local hotel has o
number of mountiin
hikes for hire. The hikes
are not the best qualiny
but, once you gel used 1o
their guirks, you can ride
in reasonable safety, 20
minutes down the road,
or an hour on foot. 15 the
colfee plantation of El
Cafetal.

At the moment it is
free, but they are consid-
ering making a small
charge for entry in the
futore. [ took an hour's
walk around the planti-
tion se¢ing all the coffee
bushes. [t is shade grown
coffee, which apparently
pushes the price up sig-
nificantly in the USA,
yet the labels on the
products do not reflect
1his.

I was also able 10 see
all the machinery for
processing the coffee
beans. Alterwards came
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the tasting, and | do
believe it was the best
coffee | have ever had!

Despite this, nobody
in Santa Cruz seems
even vagucly aware of il.
so | have siocked up the
tounst office with lots of
information brochures in
the hope it will make &
dilTerence

Also within walking
distance of Buena Vista,
15 the River Suruti,
which you have to cross
to enter imo the jungle.
Al the waterside |
observed how the sand 15
dredged by hand. which
looks incredibly hurd
work.

Alongside the
dredgers, the local vil-
lagers wash their clothes,
and their children, in the
slow runming water.

A short bus journey
away is the River
Yapacani, where you can
visit resturants serving
all sorts of exolic species
| passed on the roasted
armadillo and senled for
the Surubi river fish
which | know | like!

I am not really sine of
the ethics of eating the
jungle creatures, but as
fur ns 1 pm aware they ure
not protecied.

Back on the way 1o
Buenn Vista was ihe
beautiful town of San
Carlos. 1 went there with
the hope of visiting the
local brewery.,
Unfortunately, they are
not interested in allowing
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“TALK first with God hefore you talk
with the world. Read first the Word of
God before you read what the world has
to say in the newspaper.” (Anon)
“Now in the morning, having risen a long whife

before daviight. He went our and departed te a
solitary place: and there He praved. " (Mark 1:35)

visitors 1o look around,
which is yel another
mssed opportumty,

The beer itself was
great once 1 found a shop
selling it. and if it were
available at home, could
give 5A a run for ils
money!

When | got back 1o
Santa Cruz 1. was just in
time to visil the
International Cheese and
Wine Festival. Everything
I sampled was excellent.
but there was one particu-
lar wine from Arpenting
with a very chocolay
taste, It was so good |
bought a botle!

Also in Santa Cruz,
was o local derby when
the two mujor foothall
teams, Blooming and
Onente, came face 1o face
in the stadium they share
The stmosphere was
incredible with fireworks,
riot police, red cards, and
o result salisfactory (o
secure everyone's safety,
a -1 draw!

Finally, lnst night |
wenl 1o an [ntemational
Folklore Dance Festival
called “Tentayape”. It wiis
like a blend of the
Intemational Eisteddfodd,
the Urdd, and a Disney
stuge spectaculor.

All of the Bolivian acis
were interpretations of
the relationship between
the indigenous population
and various animals,
Particularly impressive
though, were a corps of
Japanese drummers and
soime flamenco-style
dancers from Argentimi.

As all of those taking
part were students, they
all had massive support.
The section of the crowd
we wiere with were partic-
ularly good at tearing
newspapers into tny
pieces and throwing them
in the air, every time their
college was mentioned.

It was like being in the
audience ol a Kids TY
show, and | now have
some iden what the tick-
er-tape parades would be
like in places like New
York ol New Year!




