57th Episkopi Cubs and
Scouts

Half-term Camp

Look, no hands.

I don't know what could
have come over me. Having
managed to swap some shifts
to get five days off over the
hali-term break, [ had a sud-
den rush of blood to the head.
This caused me to tell the
Scouts and the Cubs that they
could both go camping! [ sup-
pose though, that after two
and a half years with the Cuba
and six months with the
Scouts, it was the least | could
do to say goodbye.

larrived at the Happy Val-
ley Campsite on Wednudny
moming, full of the joys of
spring, bleary eyed from my
nightshift, bursting with what
energy | had left in me after
koading all the kit into the mini-
bus. The weather | had or-
dered arrived in time so | had
no worries whabsoever, Then
the first of the Scouts arrived!!!
15 of them were on campalto-
gether, nine boysand six girls
We were all quite pleasantly
surprised at how well they got
the tents up, and with such
little assistance too.

Following a quick lunch

and the first leg of the non-
stop cricket match, Paul
Cunningham gave them all a
good lesson in pioneering.
That is, of course, the art of
tying poles together to make
something constructive(7).
Their climbing frame com-
plete, they were left to their
own devices for a while and
fortunately it all stayed to-
gether.

Camping seems much
el AF. &z 1.

easier now than when | was a
Scout. We even had a chef
down tocook forus on the first
evening. Thanks again toJohn
Robinson who cooked some
incredibly delicious chicken
forusall Made a change from
stew on the first night any-
way! But we needed a filling
meal insideofus to prepareus
for our night hike.

Omncethe girls had finished

were finally ready. Everyone
got into the minibus (and one
car) and we made our way up
the valley to Radio Sonde.
Having parked there, we
walked a.lrthe way up the road
to the old Paramali village,
Some of the Scouts were rather
tired by then, not to mention
certain leaders! So we decided
against the cross country route
back to the vehicles and fol-
lowed the road back Jim
Hasler had some chocolate
awaiting our return and then
it was time for bed. The first
night of any camp tends to
leave the leaders in not quite
a0 good a mood, usually down
to lack of sleep. This was to
prove no exception!
Thursday morning bq.mn
earlier than [ had planned! But
Jim and Jean had prepared a
hearty breakfast for us so we
were all raring to go (honest!).
The moming's activity was
horse riding. Not one for me
so | stayed behind and set up
another course. | think all the
Scouts enjoyed their time
down attheSaddle Chub. Some
wﬂfmndthathnmhmn't
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so bad, ma I should have

tool ks to Richard

ingham for arranging this
one for us.

In the afterncon we met
Mark Lawrence at the rock
face above the tunnel. Most of
thescouts had a goat
and some really s
themmselves at how
did. Those who decided it was
not for them missed out on a
great opportunity to at least
try it out.

Theevening saw ourcamp-
fire which Paul had built, go
up in flames as planned. Un-
fortunately the Scouts didn't
seem as willing to put heart
and soul into ¢ (attempts
at) singing, unlike Paul and
mysel. | think they enjoyed it
buit it was a bit difficult to tell!!
Then we went back into the
hut to watch a film. Ben
Whelan had loaned us an old
film of an International Scout
Jamboree in Athens some 40
years ago. [t went down very
well, then it was bedtime
again

Ancther thank you goes o
Trish Jones. She travelled
down from Ayios Nikolaos for
the night, past 80 Jean could
back for a bath and a
good nights sleep. | wish 1
couild have done that, Like |
said, camping ‘aint what it
used to bell

and | pasted on some smiles to
greet the incoming Cubs! The
theme for Cubcamp was Alice
inWonderland. The pack were
thus “dealt” into "suits” and
sent off ko their enis o g:
ready. The camp actually

n with the investitures of

ree new Cubs,

With no tents to put up,

ty of ime was availab

r games. Then it was time
for the first activity, produc-
ing a flag to represent your
tent. Smaller nis were
also made and this took us up
to dinner time. Jean had pre-
pared some mince for us. Once
more a hearty meal o warm
us up for the evening.

Once everyone was fed we
all made ourselves a badge. |
adopted the Mad Hatter as
my symbel for the weekend.
Jimand Jean naturally became
the king and queen of hearts.

Owr new recruits into the lead-
ership world became the
Cheshire Cat and the White
Rabbit (because he's always
late!), alias Al Grant and Jim
Miller.

Then it was time to wrap
up warm and get ready for
our night's adventure, find-
ing White Rabbit's home. The
walk up to Symvouls villa
win taken nice and easy IhET
hope nobody got too tired. The

Mow the second night is
wsually s one for the lead -
ers to grab some sleep. It was
a late night waiting for every-
one tnmhdm,bﬂﬁ:;ﬂ;

one wasasbeep. My

:::-{em disturbed the previ-
ous night so I reaped my re-
vengeat6.30.1had planned to
dosoat 5 but when there was
silence | just appreciated it
instead! The fire drill was per-
formed quite well by most. 1
won't mention any names but
some did get five minutes ex-
tra sleep the fire bell
was moved o a few inches
away from their ears!!

Friday morning saw yet
another glorious day. It was
decided not to take the tents
down. Once the kit was all

ked away there was
cp:?:inn for t}rhe second m
of the cricket, followed by a
simple(ish) orienteering
course. No names again, but
remember the red arrow al-
ways points to north so if you
follow the red arrow, you will
always walk to the north!

1130 and it was time to bid
the Scouts farewell. At theend
of the closing ceremony |
handed the Scouts over to Ri-
chard. Such a relief to relin-
m control, | can tell you!

luck, Richard.

So, looking very wearyand
hair almost torn out, Jean, Jim

evening was colder than the
ious ones had been so we
were all ready for a hot drink
when we got back. Everyone
gathered in front of the TV for
a viewing of Alice in Wonder-
land. By the end there were
some very tired eyes and it
was time for bed.
Considering this was the
first night (for some) the Cubs
didn’t do too badly for slecp.
Following breakfast it was time
to get some work done. The
morming was spent learning
allabout tracking, the country
code, first aid, various knots
and also doing a nature
roject. Then it was Hmw for
unch. What better than a Mad
Hatter's Unbirthday Party.
Adter all, it wasn't anyone’s
birthday! Teacups, tea pots full
of juice and even an
unbirthday cake. What more
could you ask fort!!
The afternoon saw the
“Royal Tournament” where

. the suits competed against

each other. All of the cubs (ex-
cept those who already had
them) gained at least one Ath-
lete badge that afternoon. |
hope everyone had fun. |
couldn’t join them in the field
as | was going crazy by then. A
combination of tiredness and
hay fever meant | volunteered
to pick up the fresh milk!!

Refreshed from my



break (1) it was time to prepare
a programme for the camp-
fire. After dinner everyone
wrapped up niceand warmto
girh[n me round the campfire.
is was really my finale as
Akela 50 | was pleased at the
effort all of the Cubs put in to
making it a very memorable
cam . A good time was
had by all, but it was very cold
outside. That meant going in-
side once more, and this time
there was a viewing of The
Jungle Book.
now the Cubs were
dropping like flies and ﬂij\g
off to bed. [t wasn't too a
night for the leaders either.
Once again a fire alarm was
sounded in the nﬂfm This
tirme pust one Cub ¢ n't be
woken. This ime we actually
had to shake him! I wish |
could sleep like that. Then the
moming wasspent lidyingup
the site and taking down the
tents,

The closing ceremony saw
me hand over the Pack into
the hands of Jim Miller. 1 have
had a fantastic time with the
packover the past 3 years (al-
maost) but it is time to moveon.
1 do wish Jim the very best of
lhick and hope the Cubs will
behave from now on! Follow-
ing the camp, | must also ex-

my dearest thanks to
!?n;.:nd Jean Hasler who |
could not have managed the
camp without.

Scout Groups on is-
land are always on the look
out for new leaders and help-
em. [f you can spare some time
to assist, then please get in
touch with someone at your
local group. It can be hard
work but, believe me, it really
s worth it.

Rusa Pearce (Ex-Scoul
Leader, Ex-Akela!)
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